JOHN ADAM DI PIETRO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

2116 Old Arch Road
Pennsylvania 19401
Norriton,
East
6LO-277 -9970; Cel I : 484-2L3-699t
Email: Johnadamlaw@corltcast.net

April8,20L3

Via Electronic Mail

Esquire

Darwin R. Beauvais,
Zarwin, Baum, DeVito, Kaplan, Schaer, Toddy,
1818 Market Street, 13th

Ross Weiss, Esquire

Philadelphia,

West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania L9428

Re:

P.C.
Floor
Pennsylvania 19103-3638

Cozen O'Connor
200 Four Falls Corporate Center

Conshohocken Text Amendment lssue - WAWA

Dear Counsel:
I am

in receipt of Mr. Beauvais' letter of April 5, 2013. Please be advised of the following:

1. Since my appointment as special counsel to Conshohocken Borough several months ago, I have
directed that the process concerning the proposed Text Amendment to the Zoning Code, Chapter 27,be
one of full transparency, openness and fairness to all concerned parties. I believe that process has been
realized to date.

2. We have had three Public Hearings thus far and all concerned parties have had more than ample
opportunity to comment, present opinion and forward pertinent information. The Borough Manager at
my direction has compiled a record of all written correspondence submitted on the issue thus far and all
parties are privy to review and copy the same.
aware of any unlawful actions to date relating to Borough Council and any
concerned parties who have been part of this zoning amendment process.

3. I am not personally

4. The Planning Commission, pertinent Borough staff and the members of Borough Council are well
aware of potential conflict of interest issues and the ethical and fiduciary standards which apply in
circumstances such as we find ourselves and in the process we have been engaged in to date.

for potential action on this Text Amendment I am well aware of the
emotional, controversial and adversarial environment which we have experienced at times and which
may still lie ahead.

5.

As we approach the target date
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I acknowledge

7.

Since we are very near the April 17th deadline

that a zoning amendment process is legislative in nature and not judicial. I have no
direct authority to limit members of Borough Council from speaking with their constituents and other
parties on the merits or lack of merit to the proposed Text Amendment. Those of you who are quite
familiar with my past tenure as Borough Solicitor know that I am a strong advocate for discussion and
debate conducted in the venue of public Council meetings rather than in one-on-one meetings in a
private setting. However, my position is one molded out of past experiences and abundance
of caution
and political discretion; not out of a fear of direct illegal behavior or violation of statute.

for possible Council action, it is my suggestion that in
order to avoid even the semblance of any bias or impropriety, all concerned parties at this juncture
"voluntarily" refrain from direct or private contact with any individual members of Borough Council.
lnstead, any additional comments; proposed stipulations or covenants; proposed tweaks to the Text
Amendment; further questions or other appropriate input be in writing and directed to all of Council
and through Council Presiden! Paul McConnell or to the Borough Manager who can then disseminate
the same to all of council. I would think that this arrangement might help prevent any future suspicions
or allegations of a flawed or unethical legislative process.

Finally, I commend both Counsel to date for their great advocacy skills and your thoroughness in
representing your respective clients in their deeply felt interests. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
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JotrT Adam
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cc: Conshohocken Borough Council
Mr. Mirabella, Manager
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